
 

ACS Response: Subordinate Legislation Relating to Certain Internal Operations 

(mezzanine floors) 

 

ACS (Association of Convenience Stores) welcomes the opportunity to respond to the Welsh 

Government’s consultation on subordinate legislation relating to certain internal operations 

(Mezzanine floors). ACS represents 33,500 local shops across the UK, including the Co-

operative Group, Nisa, Spar UK, Costcutter and thousands of independent retailers. There 

are over 3,000 convenience stores in Wales alone. 

We support proposals in the consultation to bring the development of mezzanine floors in 

retail premises under the control of the planning system. The introduction of this policy 

supports the wider goals of Welsh planning policy to support the vitality and viability of town 

centres by driving new retail developments and retail floor space into town centres. 

ACS supports a plan led planning system that encourages the development of local and 

regional strategies, determining the needs of communities. We support the Welsh 

Government’s planning policy and Planning Bill to encourage developments by local 

communities that match their economic and social needs. 

ACS has responded to the relevant consultation questions below; 

Q1. Do you agree with the proposal to bring additional internal floor space within a 

retail building under planning control? Should this apply to any other uses? 

Bringing additional floor space within a retail building under planning control is important to 

ensure the viability of town centres, which must not be undermined by permitting large stores 

to significantly increase their floor space in out of town locations unchecked by planning 

regulations. A successful town centre first policy should ensure that the proposals of out-of-

town developments do not damage local communities and existing centres. This proposal 

will ensure a consistent approach across Wales, setting out clear guidelines for local 

planning authorities. 

Q2. Do you agree that the proposed floor space of 200sqm (or above) before planning 

permission is required is appropriate? If no, please provide evidence to justify an 

alternative threshold. 

Introducing a 200sqm threshold is an appropriate threshold for the extension of floorspace in 

a retail premises. This threshold is also consistent with the long standing policy in England 

which has not presented any significant concerns from retailers. 

Such a threshold constitutes an extensive expansion and, as the consultation document 

highlights, may impact on town centres’ viability by not considering sequentially preferable 

sites for retail provision. These should therefore be subject to the same planning 

considerations as other retail extensions. 



Q3 Do you think the provisions should include any exceptions to those described 

above? If so, please can you explain why. 

N/A 

Q4 Do you consider that these proposals will have any costs to you? If so, please can 

you identify what these are? 

N/A 

Q5 We have asked a number of specific questions. If you have any related issues 

which we have not specifically addressed, please let us know. 

N/A 

For more information on this submission please contact Sophie Mew, ACS Public Affairs 

Assistant, at sophie.mew@acs.org.uk or call 01252 515001. 
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