
 
ACS Submission – Consultation on Introducing a Fee for Applying to Renew a 

Personal Licence 

 

ACS (the Association of Convenience Stores) welcomes the opportunity to respond to the 

Scottish Government’s consultation on introducing a fee for applying to renew a personal 

licence. ACS is a trade association, representing 33,500 local shops across the UK. Our 

members include the Co-Op, Spar UK, Nisa Retail and thousands of independent retailers. 

In Scotland, there are 5,286 convenience stores employing over 41,000 people. ACS works 

with the Scottish Grocers’ Federation and we also endorse their submission. 

 

1. Do you agree that a fee for renewal of a personal licence should be 

introduced?  

 

No 

 

2. Why? 

 

Alcohol is an important category to convenience retailers, representing 14.3% of sales in the 

convenience sector. 76% of convenience retailers in Scotland have an alcohol licence. 

Therefore, there will be a considerable cost to the convenience sector if a fee is introducing 

to renew a personal licence. Assuming that the fee is set at £50 and that each store has only 

one personal licence for their Designated Premises Manager, it will cost convenience 

retailers in Scotland over £200,000 to renew. However, best practice suggests that 

convenience retailers will have multiple personal licence holder in each of their stores, 

therefore the cost to renew will be considerably higher. This cost also does not take into 

account other costs that retailers already have to renew personal licences, including training 

course fees, administration, postage, photos and staff time. 

 

We encourage the Scottish Government should consider removing the requirement to renew 

a personal licence to avoid the cost of administration rather than introducing a fee for 

renewal. This would be consistent with England and Wales who removed the requirement to 

renew a personal licence in 2015. In the UK government’s response to their consultation 

when they first proposed removing the requirement to renew personal licences they stated 

that: “The Government does not believe that, given the other safeguards within the premises 

licences regime, the burden this requirement places on business and licensing authorities is 

effective and proportionate”1.  

   

3. Do you agree that £50 is an appropriate new fee level?  

 

No 

 

4. Why?  

                                                
1 Home Office: Next steps following the consultation on delivering the Government’s alcohol strategy 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/223773/Alcohol_consultation_response_report_v3.pdf


 

ACS does not support the introduction of a fee for renewing a personal licence as set out in 

our response to question 2. However, if a fee is introduced it should be set lower than the 

proposed amount of £50. £50 is the same cost as applying for a personal licence. Renewing 

a personal licence will require less amount of work and therefore this should be reflected in 

the cost.  

 

5. If not £50, what do you consider would be an appropriate fee level?   

 

As stated above, the Scottish Government should consider removing the requirement to 

renew a personal licence to avoid cost of administration for renewing personal licences.  

 

6. What evidence, based on cost recovery, can you supply for an appropriate fee 

level for renewal of a personal licence?  

 

We have concerns that introducing a fee for renewing a personal licence will discourage 

convenience retailers from renewing. The Licensing Act (Scotland) 2005 only requires the 

designated premises manager to possess a personal licence. Currently convenience 

retailers will have other members of staff that have a personal licence so that they can 

authorise sales or conduct staff training for instance. If there were a fee for renewal this 

could discourage retailers from renewing personal licences and therefore make the system 

less robust.  

 

 

 


