
 

 

21st December 2015 

 

Producer Responsibility Team 

Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs 

Area 2B Nobel House 

17 Smith Square 

London  

SW1P 3JR 

 

Dear Sir or Madam 

 

ACS (the Association of Convenience Stores) welcomes the opportunity to respond to Defra’s 

consultation on changes to the plastic packaging recycling business targets for 2016 & 2017 and new 

plastic and glass targets for 2018-20. ACS is a trade association representing more than 33,500 

convenience stores across the UK including the Co-operative, Nisa and Spar as well as thousands of 

independent retailers. 

 

The convenience sector varies from independently owned stores and symbol groups (independent 

retailers operating under a fascia) to multiple chains (defined as more than 20+ stores) and forecourt 

sites. We find that typically it is our multiple members (25% of the convenience sector) which fall under 

the obligations under the Producer Responsibility Obligations (Packaging Waste) Regulations 2012. 

Forecourts (17% of the sector) are also particularly affected by the regulations because of their high 

turnover despite potentially being an independently owned store. 

 

We have limited data to supplement the Governments existing Plastic Flow Report commissioned in 

2014. However we have asked members that are affected by the Packaging Waste regulations for their 

feedback on the targets. Our members’ views on the plastics and glass targets align completely with the 

government’s preferred options set out in the consultation document; 

 

- Option P3 – Amend existing plastic target to 49% in 2016 then increase by 2% each year to 

2020.  

- Option G2 – Do not amend existing glass target then increase by 1% to 2020. 

 

We believe that these targets provide a realistic but stretching long term target that can be introduced 

over time whilst limiting burdens on businesses that have to comply with the regulations. We urge the 

Government to set out a review timetable of the future packaging waste targets and consult as widely as 

possible on the evidence base.  

 

For more information on our response, please contact Julie Byers, Public Affairs Executive at 

Julie.Byers@acs.org.uk or by calling 01252 515001. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 

 

James Lowman 

Chief Executive 
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